ALLENBY IN EGYPT
of a singularly ill-tiined visit, at ZaghluPs invitation, of
four Labour M.P/s, which was permitted by the Cabinet
in spite of the protests of the Residency.   The Ministry,
under Sarwat Pasha, acting as Prime Minister during
Adly's  absence, had made  considerable  headway;  the
majority of  Egyptians  were  genuinely  anxious  for  a
settlement and calm.   Zaghlul had made many blunders
and had lost much ground.    But disappointment at the
failure of the negotiations was accentuated by a peevish
admonitory note from the British Government, which
Allenby was ordered to present to the Sultan early in
December.1   Adly resigned shortly afterwards.   The tone
of this note caused  great  resentment  in  Egypt,  and
undoubtedly   very   much   increased   the   difficulty   of
forming a new Ministry.    The strong political position
which Adly had gained in Egypt for himself and the
moderate elements crumbled to pieces, and Zaghiul rose
again like a phoenix from the ashes of his own folly.
His relief at the breakdown of the Adly negotiations
was obvious.   He welcomed it not on national but on
personal grounds.
There was a moment when Sarwat was prepared to
take office on a programme accepted by the Foreign
Office; but renewed agitation by Zaghlul destroyed the
opportunity. The situation by the middle of December
was that no Minister could be persuaded to form a
Government to carry on the affairs of Egypt. The
attempt to bargain a Treaty had brought a complete
deadlock from which Allenby was left to find an exit.
In the meantime disorders had broken out in Cairo.
On the advice of the officials responsible, who feared
widespread and dangerous disturbances, Allenby decided
to prohibit a meeting summoned for December 22 by
1 It came to be known as tlie "Allenby Note", though Allenby liad no
hand in its composition and had never seen ii till he was ordered' to hand
it to the Sultan.
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